Assyrian Temples and Palaces
"To the left of us is a fourth outlet from the hall, forme< by another pair of lions. We issue from between them, am find ourselves on the edge of a deep ravine, to the north c which rises, high above us, the lofty pyramid. Figures c captives bearing objects of tribute—ear-rings, bracelets, am monkeys—may be seen on walls near this ravine; and tw enormous bulls, and two winged figures above fourteen fee high, are lying on its very edge.
"As the ravine bounds the ruins on this side, we mus return to the yellow bulls. Passing through the entranc formed by them, we enter a large chamber surrounded b eagle-headed figures; at one end of it is a doorway guarde< by two priests or divinities, and in the centre another ports with winged bulls. Whichever way we turn, we find our selves in the midst of a nest of rooms; and without a: acquaintance with the intricacies of the place, we shouL soon lose ourselves in this labyrinth. The accumulate* rubbish being generally left in the centre of the chamber* the whole excavation consists of a number of narrow pas sages, panelled on one side with slabs of alabaster; and shu in on the other by a high wall of earth, half buried in whic may here and there be seen a broken vase, or a brick paintei with brilliant colours. We may wander through these gal leries for an hour or two, examining the marvellous sculp tures, or the numerous inscriptions that surround us. Her we meet long rows of kings, attended by their eunuchs an< priests—there lines of winged figures, carrying fir-cones an religious emblems, and seemingly in adoration before th mvstir tree. Other pntranr.es. formed bv winded lions an<